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Who will read the paper?

1. Authors
2. Editors or reviewers of journals
3. Members of research subcommittee
4. Other researchers
5. General readers
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The reasons to read the paper

1. Authors
 Prepare a report or paper

2. Editors or reviewers of journals
 Assess quality for consideration of publication

3. Members of research subcommittee
 Assess the standard of the report for acceptance

4. Other researchers
 Focus methodology and results

5. General readers
 Focus the results
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Well-written research paper

1. Important research question(s)
2. Sound hypothesis
3. Clear description of procedures and 

results 
4. Interpret findings and relate them to 

the existing  knowledge
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Format

1. Title
2. Abstract
3. Introduction
4. Materials & methods
5. Results
6. Discussion
7. Acknowledgement
8. References



HKCOG Research Course        

Title

Most important findings of the 
study

Research question

Highlight randomized study
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Abstract

A shortened version of the paper 
contains essential information 

 Structured or non-structured
Objectives or background
Methods
Results 
Conclusion



HKCOG Research Course        

Abstract

 The first section in a paper but usually 
the last section to be written

Concise (word limit)
Write carefully to have the greatest 

impact 
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Introduction

 Why is this study of scientific interest ?
summarize results and conclusions of previously 

published studies (literature review)
emphasize your specific contribution to the topic 

 What are the research question and the 
hypothesis?
The last sentences of the introduction should 

state objectives and hypotheses 
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Materials & Methods

 Provides all the details necessary for 
another scientist to duplicate your work  

A narrative of the steps you took in your 
experiment or study but not a cookbook
assuming other researchers have the same 

basic skills that you have, but does not 
know the specific details of the study
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Materials & Methods

Type of the study
 Prospective Vs retrospective
 Prospective
Observational Vs therapeutic (controlled, 

randomised or blinded) 
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Study Design

Retrospective
 Case series
 Case cohort study

Prospective
 Observation Vs therapeutic 
 Controlled Vs Uncontrolled
Historical
Before / after
Concurrent, not randomized
Randomized
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Materials & Methods

 Selection of patients (inclusion / exclusion)
 Research details
 Randomization method and blinding
 Outcome measures
Primary and secondary parameters

 Statistical analysis
sample size calculation
intention to treat
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Materials & Methods

Reporting randomised controlled studies (RCT)
 The CONSORT statement (www.consort-

statement.org)
 Checklist of items to include when reporting a 

randomized trial (allocation method, inclusion / 
exclusion criteria, outcome measure, 
randomization / blinding) 

 Flowchart of the study progress at various stages
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Results

 For RCT, consort guidelines

 Descriptive data 

 Tables and figures

 Side effects 
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Discussion

 Summarized the results and highlight the 
significant findings

 Interpretation of the results
explain what the results mean in light of other 

published results 
why they differ from what works of others 
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Discussion

Limitations of the study

Weakness 

Suggestions for further research
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Acknowledgement

Financial disclosure
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